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AGENDA ITEM NO. 5-E  
MONTEREY PENINSULA REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT 

BOARD REPORT 
 
 

DATE:   August 5, 2026 
TO:   Board of Directors 
FROM:  Jake Smith, Planning & Conservation Program Manager 
REVIEWED BY: Eric Morgan, General Manager  
SUBJECT: Approval of Resolution #2026-09, Authorizing the Application 

for Grants Funds from the CAL FIRE Forest Health Program for 
the Joyce Stevens Monterey Pine Preserve Fuels Reduction 
Project 

 
SUMMARY 

Staff requests that the Board of Directors approve a resolution supporting the District's 
application for grant funds from the CAL FIRE Forest Health Program for the Joyce-
Stevens Monterey Pine Preserve Monterey Pine Forest Resiliency Project. Adopting this 
resolution proactively demonstrates the District's commitment to landscape-scale forest 
management and provides the documented agency support that strengthens highly 
competitive state grant applications. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The application requests $7,596,732 in grant funding from the CAL FIRE Forest Health 
Program to implement critical fuels reduction and forest health treatments over a five-year 
period. 

FUNDING SOURCE 
N/A 

FUNDING BALANCE  
N/A 

DISCUSSION 
The District has submitted a grant application requesting $7,596,732 to implement a 
comprehensive, five-year fuels reduction and forest management program across the 
851-acre Joyce-Stevens Monterey Pine Preserve. This application was developed by 
District staff in consultation with CAL FIRE, the Cypress Fire Protection District, local 
Monterey Pine forest experts, and the Resource Conservation District of Monterey 
County. The 851-acre project area represents a globally significant core source 
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population for the Monterey pine (Pinus radiata), acting as the genetic bedrock for the 
species. Decades of fire suppression have resulted in dense, single age-class stands and 
extreme fuel loading, which are currently exacerbated by Pine Pitch Canker and Sudden 
Oak Death. Because this landscape sits directly adjacent to the primary evacuation routes 
and residential centers of Monterey and Carmel, these current conditions pose a threat 
to resources within the Preserve and surrounding communities. 

If awarded, the proposed scope of work will include: 

• Preparation of a comprehensive Forest Management Plan for the entire preserve. 
• Roadside fuel reduction along Jacks Peak Road and other Wildland-Urban 

Interface (WUI) boundary roads. 
• Interior forest fuel reduction through manual thinning, pruning, mastication, and 

prescribed pile burning. 
• Targeted invasive species removal. 
• Identification and treatment of diseased and insect-infested trees, specifically 

addressing areas impacted by Pine Pitch Canker and Sudden Oak Death. 
• Small-scale erosion mitigation utilizing on-site biomass. 

This project is strategically designed to improve overall forest health, significantly reduce 
wildfire risk, and enhance the long-term resilience of the preserve while protecting 
sensitive natural resources. 

CAL FIRE anticipates announcing grant awards later this fall. The Forest Health Program 
is highly competitive; during this cycle, statewide funding requests exceeded available 
funds by a 50:1 ratio. While the District’s proposal aligns strongly with the program's core 
priorities, the significant size of the request means CAL FIRE may ultimately offer a 
reduced award, which would necessitate a corresponding adjustment in the project's 
scope. Should the project not be selected during this cycle, or if the District ultimately 
declines a full or partial award, the application process qualifies the District for targeted 
technical support from CAL FIRE Forest Health Grant staff, which will position the District 
to submit a highly competitive reapplication for the spring 2027 grant cycle. 

Staff will keep the Board appraised of ongoing dialogue with CAL FIRE throughout the 
evaluation process. Should the District receive a full or partial award recommendation, 
staff will formally brief the Board on the proposed scope of work and the corresponding 
award amount, and request approval to enter into a grant agreement prior to execution. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Staff respectfully recommend that the Board: 

1. Adopt Resolution #2026-09 approving the application for grant funds from the CAL 
FIRE Forest Health Program for the Joyce Stevens Monterey Pine Preserve Fuels 
Reduction Project, substantially as to form (ATTACHMENT 2).  
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ATTACHMENTS  

1. Application for Grant Funds from the CAL FIRE Forest Health Program for the 
Joyce-Stevens Monterey Pine Preserve Fuels Reduction Project 

2. Resolution #2026-09 supporting the application for funding from the forest health 
grant program for the Joyce Stevens Monterey Pine Preserve Monterey Pine 
Forest Resiliency Project  

 

https://mprpd-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/jsmith_mprpd_org/IgAPSAS0UVcYS5jdjZ-k0wLuAZ5ZatMnYDp68JBcrEHwOoE?e=qH8dUj
https://mprpd-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/jsmith_mprpd_org/IgAPSAS0UVcYS5jdjZ-k0wLuAZ5ZatMnYDp68JBcrEHwOoE?e=qH8dUj
https://www.mprpd.org/files/a811cdbcc/Item0826-5E_AppvGrantApp-JSMPPFuelsReductionPjct_Attach2_Reso.pdf
https://www.mprpd.org/files/a811cdbcc/Item0826-5E_AppvGrantApp-JSMPPFuelsReductionPjct_Attach2_Reso.pdf
https://www.mprpd.org/files/a811cdbcc/Item0826-5E_AppvGrantApp-JSMPPFuelsReductionPjct_Attach2_Reso.pdf
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