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AGENDA ITEM NO. 13-B 
MONTEREY PENINSULA REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT 

MID-MONTH STAFF REPORT 
 
 

BOARD MEETING:   July 1, 2026 

SUBJECT:  Monthly Staff Report 

PRESENTER:  Eric Morgan, General Manager 

REPORT: The following briefly summarizes some of the key tasks and 
projects the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District 
(MPRPD) Staff undertook from mid-May through mid-June 
2026, in addition to performing MPRPD’s regular business. 

ADMINISTRATION DIVISION  
1. Recruitment 

Current open recruitment: Ranger and Special Uses Coordinator. New Finance 
Manager Angela Rodriguez began onboarding process and is getting familiar with 
District policies, practices and procedures and meetings with internal staff as well 
as external partners, vendors and is currently enrolled in Special Districts 101 
training with California Special Districts Association (CSDA). 
 

2. Training 
Admin staff training: Hacking HR, HR AI Bootcamp, and CSMFO AB 339 and SB 
827 
 

3. District Financials 
Admin staff, including new Finance Manager Angela Rodriguez, met with the 
auditors regarding the FY2024-25 financial audit and audit planning for FY2025-
26, which should begin late summer. 
 
Staff are also working on year-end processes for FY2025-26. 
 

4. Fiscal Year 2026-27 Budget 
Staff began preparations for the new fiscal year. 
 

5. Data Analytics 
To better serve District residents, MPRPD staff continue to use a location-analytics 
platform that uses anonymized mobile device data to estimate foot traffic, dwell 
time, visitor origins, and movement patterns at real-world places. Staff have been 
using this tool throughout the year to generate ward profiles showing where 



2 
 

residents choose to recreate outdoors and park profiles showing who is using 
various MPRPD park units, where they are from, how they are getting to those 
parks, and when they visit. The goal of this new initiative is to better understand 
our MPRPD customers and the residents we serve in hopes of improving our 
product delivery – our product being “your parks.” 
  
This month, we are sharing visitor metrics for Garland Ranch Regional Park and 
Palo Corona Regional Park. These two regional parks offer the greater region 
rugged trail opportunities along the beautiful Carmel River, long-distance hikes to 
stunning vistas, and well-staffed visitor centers. They also provide a warm summer 
climate, enabling peninsula residents to escape the coastal fog and enjoy valley 
sunshine. Distinguishing visitation to the Discovery Center and the natural 
splendor of the Rancho Canada Unit of Palo Corona Park from visitation to the 
wedding and banquet rooms overseen by Wedgewood is challenging; however, 
these estimates reflect the best available information at this time. 
 

 
6. OpenRoad Television Show 

The General Manager coordinated with the production manager of OpenRoad 
television and Trust for Public Lands (TPL) to help encourage coverage of a story 
that chronicles the ongoing Carmel River restoration success of MPRPD in 
collaboration with many partners. OpenRoad television is an NBC affiliate in the 
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Bay Area and the producer, Jordan Plotsky, is local product of CSU Monterey Bay 
and has produced several high-quality stories in the Monterey area that highlight 
restoration successes. Filming occurred June 25th with MPRPD staff, contractors 
and collaborators sharing the story of the largest restoration project in MPRPD 
history. The Planning and Conservation Division shaped the story-telling details of 
this tremendous project. 
  

7. New Finance Manager 
On June 15, staff onboarded Angela Rodriguez as the new Finance Manager. Ms. 
Rodriguez brings excellent public sector finance experience to the District. She 
most recently served as Assistant Superintendent of Business Services / Chief 
Business Official (CBO) at Gonzales Unified School District, where she managed 
a $44 million annual budget and oversaw all aspects of fiscal operations, including 
budgeting, payroll, auditing, grants, and Board presentations. She also has 
previous experience with Monterey Peninsula Unified and Pacific Grove Unified 
School Districts and has completed the CASBO Accelerated CBO Program. 
Welcome aboard Angela! 
 

8. Big Sur Land Trust Coordination 
The General Manager met with Jeannette Tuitele-Lewis, Big Sur Land Trust 
President, and discussed previous collaborations and progress on the Carmel 
River Restoration project. Ms. Tuitele-Lewis also provided an overview of the 
Ferrini Ranch acquisition adjacent to Toro Regional Park in partnership with TPL 
and upcoming events, and opportunities for further collaborations. Staff view the 
Ferrini Ranch acquisition as a vital wildlife corridor linking the Sierra de Salinas 
range to Fort Ord National Monument. Protection connects and expands over 
20,000 acres of conserved lands, including Fort Ord, Toro County Park, Marks 
Ranch, and other areas in the Sierra de Salinas. 
 

9. Gregg’s Hill Evaluation for Fire Camera 
Staff continued ongoing coordination with Cal Fire and the City of Carmel regarding 
the suitability of the Gregg’s Hill ridgeline for possible deployment of a wildfire 
detection system through ALERTCalifornia. Cal Fire planners deployed a drone 
along the ridge to evaluate conditions on the ground. MPRPD staff are 
collaborating with proponents on a formal needs assessment, effectiveness 
evaluation, and impact assessment before bringing the project to the Board for 
consideration. Staff want to ensure that this very visible, very majestic ridgeline 
would have no visual intrusions should a project be seriously considered. 
 

10. California Conservation Corps (CCC) – 50 Year Anniversary 
On June 25th, the General Manager joined Planning and Conservation 
Management staff celebrating the 50-year anniversary of the CCC at Point Lobos 
State Reserve. During formal remarks, staff thanked Chad Harris, Conservationist 
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Supervisor for the Monterey Bay District that has been keeping MPRPD projects 
moving. Also recognized was Jon Dorvitt, the C1 Crew Lead for the Forestry Crew 
out of Salinas who recently completed major fuels reduction efforts at Garland 
Ranch, and the feedback from the public has been overwhelmingly positive. 
Finally, staff recognized David Reveles, the C1 Crew Leader for the Natural 
Resources Crew in Watsonville who is deeply engaged in invasive species removal 
at the Rancho Canada Floodplain Restoration Project, a key part of our long-term 
vision for habitat resilience.  
 
Looking ahead, MPRPD staff are excited about several major efforts now in 
planning for 2026 and 2027, ranging from the Laguna Grande and Frog Pond fuel 
reduction to the Jacks Peak roadside fuels reduction work. These upcoming 
projects represent thousands of hours of stewardship, all supported through 
innovative funding pathways—from the Forestry Corps to GGRF grants to PG&E 
partnerships. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION & COMMUNITY OUTREACH DIVISION  

1. Community Outreach  

a. Visitor and Discovery Center Totals  

Recording of visitor contacts at the Palo Corona Discovery Center (DC) and 
the Garland Visitor Center (VC) is ongoing. We have maintained extended 
visitation days since April 2024. The DC is open Friday – Sunday, and the VC 
is open Thursday – Sunday. Both centers are open from 10am – 4pm and 
continue to be open during the Monday holidays. The DC is open 
for additional days on an ad hoc basis, subject to staff availability.  
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b. Social Media Posts  

Facebook stats   
@MPRegionalParkDistrict  

@PaloCoronaRegionalPark 
@garlandranchregionalpark   

Followers on 6/15/26  8,886  +47 from last month  

Total Impressions  51,021  -24.9% from last month  

Top 3 posts  Jun 15: Night Hikes  
12,273 impressions  

716 engagements  

   May 29: Cart Paths  
9,085 impressions  

622 engagements  

   May 16: Trail Access  
12,385 impressions  

416 engagements  

Instagram stats   @mprpd_lgo  

Followers on 6/15/26  2,231  +15 from last month  

Total Impressions  13,914  -4.7% from last month  

Top 3 posts   Jun 15: Night Hikes  
1,626 impressions  

120 engagements  

   Jun 06: Wildflower Show  
1,178 impressions  

84 engagements  

   May 26: Tick Talk  
1,145 impressions  

42 engagements  

c. ENewsletter  

Staff worked with public relations consultants Spoke to produce the monthly e-
News and promotional materials for the Summer Wildflower Show. The May 
eNews featured: Floodplain Restoration Project updates, a volunteer 
appreciation week recap, and summer and wildlife public safety 
announcements.  
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d. 27th Annual Summer Wildflower Show  
Staff and volunteers hosted the MPRPD’s 27th Annual Summer Wildflower 
Show at Garland Ranch Regional Park on Saturday, June 12 through Sunday, 
June 13. Approximately 1,000 visitors attended the event to view over 130 
plants on display and engage with exhibitions hosted by the UC Master 
Gardeners, California Native Plant Society, and MPRPD staff.  

 
[Top] Summer wildflower show display at Visitor Center at Garland Ranch 

Regional Park. [Left] MPRPD staff and outreach booth on park history. [Right] 
UC Master Gardener volunteers and outreach booth. 
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e. Marina Library Tabling on May 27  

Staff tabled at the Marina Library for their Wild Wednesdays’ program on May 
27th. This was the last of a 6-session series before taking a break for the 
summer months. Staff made a total of ~158 interactions over the past season, 
sharing District news and kid-friendly environmental-themed games and 
crafts with local Marina families. The MPRPD and Marina Library plan to 
continue the series in the fall, which is made possible by the MOU between the 
Monterey County Free Library system and MPRPD.  

f. Global Running Day on June 3  

Staff and volunteers engaged with the public on Wednesday, June 3 at 
an outreach booth for Global Running Day at Pacific Grove High 
School’s Breaker Stadium to survey the trail running community. Staff gathered 
valuable community thoughts on what they value in outdoor spaces and what 
the community’s knowledge base was for helping protect parks and open 
spaces where they recreate.  

2. Education  

a. K-12 Education Programs  

Staff evaluated spring field trip programs and began preparing for summer field 
trip programs. There were no school programs delivered within this reporting 
period.  

b. Let’s Go Outdoors!  
The Spring/Summer 2026 guide and programs have served over 120 
participants during this reporting period. Programs featured: Making Cordage 
from Native Plants, How to Identify Native Trees, Birding by Bird School Project, 
and more. 

 

Volunteer Blake Blufford leading Making Cordage from Native Plants 
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3. Volunteers  

a. Volunteer event: 27th Annual Summer Wildflower Show at Garland  
Over 200 hours of volunteer time was contributed towards creating a successful 
event.  

Twenty-three (23) MPRPD volunteers, Patty Armstrong, Barbara Barrett, Rick 
Berg, Amelia Craig, Mary Dainton, Bill Douros, Cath Farrant, Jordan Goldman 
Eric Hartwell, Lisa Hogan, Steve Ibrahim, Rebecca Law, Marikay LeValley, Pari 
Mohan, Jackie Nelson, Sharon Osgood, Shannon Mandel, Toni McDaniel, 
Kathy Simpson, Jennifer Smith, Vicky Thomas, Makayla Wheeler, and Tim 
Wilson helped collect, prep, set-up, looked after over 130 plants, and staffed 
the 27th annual Summer Wildflower Show at Garland Park.   

Three (3) botanical expert volunteers, Sue Addleman, Bruce Delgado, and Pat 
Regan from the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) helped MPRPD staff 
and volunteers identify and label the wildflowers for the display.  

Five (5) volunteers from CNPS and Monterey Bay Master Gardeners staffed 
outreach booths during the event. 
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[Left] Volunteer Jennifer Smith helps greet visitors. [Right] Kathy 

Simpson collecting on the trails. [Bottom] Volunteers Sue Addleman, Jennifer 
Smith, Barbara Barrett, Rebecca Law, Bruce Delgado, Vicky Thomas, and 

Eric Hartwell help prep and id flowers.  
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b. LGO! Program Volunteers   

Volunteers led or facilitated the following LGO! Programs and hikes during this 
reporting period: Kahn Ranch Hike, Awe Walk, Cordage, Birding Laguna 
Grande, Tree Identification, Hike San Jose Creek Loop, Hike Veeder Trail, 
Steinbeck walk, and Bird School Project.  

Volunteer leaders and facilitators include Sharon Osgood, Steve Ibrahim, Mary 
Dainton, Blake Bufford, Kathy Simpson, James Furtado, Brett Ritchie, Susi 
Diallo, and Toni McDaniel. 

c. New Volunteers  

Staff oriented two (2) potential volunteers and onboarded new volunteer 
naturalist, Susi Diallo.  

d. Outreach Volunteers  

Volunteer, Angus Jansen assisted staff at an outreach booth for Global 
Running Day at Pacific Grove High School’s Breaker Stadium to survey the 
trail running community.  

 
Angus Jansen at the outreach booth. 
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e. Visitor and Discovery Center Volunteers  

Volunteers Tim Wilson, Amelia Craig, James Folliard, Reese McDonald, Angus 
Jansen, Shannon Mandel, Mark Laycox, Lisa Hogan, Laurie and Jon Benner, 
Barbara Barrett, Rebecca Law, Eric Hartwell, Marikay Levalley, Coral Amende, 
Meagan Morales, Jordan Goldman, Sam Ross, Pari Mohan, Kathy Simpson, 
and Patty Armstrong greeted and guided visitors at the Palo Corona Discovery 
Center and Garland Visitor Center. Tempe Wennerholm greeted visitors at the 
Palo Corona Trailhead. 

f. Volunteer enrichments and training  

Staff and volunteers attended a tutorial on “How to Collect Wildflowers” in 
preparation for the Wildflower Show.  

4. Special Use Permits (SUP) & MOU Events  

a. Palma School SUP at Garland  

Staff at Palma School took 40 sixth-grade students on a guided hike through 
Garland Ranch Regional Park.  
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OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE DIVISION  
1. Seasonal Brushing and Mowing Completed at GRRP 

Ranger staff recently completed seasonal brushing and mowing at Garland Ranch 
Regional Park, including along all roads and trails, and around all buildings, 
facilities, and utility sites. Rangers are now shifting focus to mowing at Palo Corona 
Regional Park and other outlying parcels including San Clemente Blue Rock OS, 
Thomas OS, Hatton Canyon, etc. Some of these properties have already been 
mowed, however, require a second (or third) round of mowing due to late season 
rainfall. Each season, the assistance of People Ready temporary workers proves 
a valuable resource in assisting Ranger staff with completing this project.  
 

 

 
 
 

2. Summer Enforcement 
With warmer temperatures and school recesses comes crowds and increased 
visitation at MPRPD parks and preserves. Ranger staff is spending much more 
time patrolling along the Carmel River, particularly at deDampierre Park, where 
river access remains an extremely popular activity. Ranger staff is happy to report 
that citation numbers are low due to favorable compliance from the public. 
 

3. Terrace Trail Slide Repair 
Ranger staff recently addressed a slide along Terrace Trail, where erosion caused 
a portion of the trail tread to slip. Rangers installed jute netting to prevent further 
erosion and widened the trail by laying back the cutbank. This area will continue 
to be closely monitored as we enter into the next rainy season. 
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4. California Conservation Corps at Garland Park 
The grant-funded CCC crew continued their fuel mitigation efforts at Garland 
Ranch Regional Park. This time, Ranger staff led the crew along Mesa and River 
trails to reduce trailside fire fuels, which also improves sightlines for wary visitors 
and clearance for equestrian users. Ranger staff are grateful for this opportunity 
and have received positive feedback from the public. 
 

 
 
 

5. FORTAG Project Update 
Ranger staff continue to participate in the weekly construction meetings for the 
Fort Ord Regional Trail and Greenway (FORTAG) project. Project management 
staff from TAMC have reported that Segment 1 is nearly complete, which will allow 
the District to reopen Frog Pond Wetland Preserve as early as late July. Ranger 
staff have continued to patrol the Frog Pond throughout the construction closure 
to monitor illegal activity and trespassing and are excited to be transitioning into 
the reopening phase. 
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6. Big Sur Multi-Agency Advisory Council 
Ops staff recently represented MPRPD at the quarterly meeting of the Big Sur 
Multi-Agency Advisory Council in Big Sur, CA. Held at the Big Sur Lodge at Pfeiffer 
Big Sur State Park, these meetings bring together local, state, and federal 
representatives to discuss issues relevant to Big Sur. 
 

7. Ranger Log 
a) Ranger staff recently dismantled multiple fortresses at Marina Dunes that 

were constructed using driftwood in closed areas. 
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b) Ranger staff contacted the owners of a trampoline that was placed on 
District property. The property owners complied and removed the 
trampoline within a week. 

 
 
 

c) Ranger staff are investigating the illegal dumping of wood chips that 
occurred at Cachagua Community Park property. 

 
 
 

8. Chainsaw Training 
Ranger staff recently attended an all-day training session at the Palo Corona 
Regional Park maintenance shop. The focus of this training was chainsaw use, 
maintenance, and safety, and was provided by firefighting staff from the Carmel 
Highlands Fire Station. 
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9. FEMA Project at deDampierre 

Following Board approval at the June meeting, District staff released a Request 
for Bids for the deDampierre Park Winter Storm Damage Repairs on June 4, 
followed by a mandatory pre-bid meeting on June 9, which was attended by 10 
interested contractors. Staff will be requesting Board approval to enter into contract 
with the lowest responsive bidder at the July meeting, in anticipation of completing 
this project by September 2026. 
   
 

10. Trees Down 
Multiple large trees came down across District trails this month, including a large 
oak tree blocking River Trail, a large oak tree blocking Hitchcock trail, and a 
medium-sized eucalyptus tree blocking Lupine Loop. 
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PLANNING & CONSERVATION DIVISION  
1. Palo Corona Regional Park 

a. Rancho Cañada Floodplain Restoration Project: See Report 13C-
Rancho Cañada Floodplain Restoration Phase 2 Construction Progress for 
more details. 

b. Rancho Canada Invasive Species Removal: PCM staff were able to 
secure a fully grant funded CCC Natural Resources crew for up to 1600 
person-hours during the month of June. The CCC crew has been working 
for two weeks manually removing invasive plant species (mostly cape ivy) 
within the Phase 1 area of the Rancho Cañada Floodplain Restoration 
Project. Staff have been coordinating crews and helping to stage and 
dispose of removed plant material. At roughly halfway through their 
deployment the CCC crew has removed over 30 cubic yards of cape ivy. 
 

 
California Conservation Corps Natural Resources Crew loading removed 

invasive cape ivy into District vehicle for disposal. 
c. Safe Harbor Agreement (SHA) Monitoring and Compliance: PCM staff 

recently completed initial Smith’s Blue Butterfly transects and surveys at 
Palo Corona Regional Park to maintain compliance with the District’s Safe 
Harbor Agreement. Surveys confirm that SBB flight season has begun and 
male butterflies are now looking for mates. Staff have factored this into 
where cattle are grazing at the park to avoid impacting SBB. 
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Federally endangered Smith’s Blue Butterfly observed by District staff at 

Palo Corona Regional Park. 
 

d. Conservation Grazing Program: Following Board direction during the 
June Board meeting, all proposals from the conservation grazing lease RFP 
were rejected and a lease extension with the District’s current grazing 
operator was provided through October 31, 2026. Staff expect to release a 
clarified and revised RFP in the month of July. Staff continue working with 
the current operator on grazing rotations and grazing infrastructure 
maintenance and repairs. 

e. Rancho Cañada Expansion Unit Management Plan: Staff continue 
working to finalize a start-up management plan to comply with requirements 
of the County and CDFW easement over the former Rancho Canada 
Ventures property to be able to begin site maintenance activities such as 
vegetation management, debris removal, fencing, and signage. Once 
completed, the plan will be submitted for County and CDFW approval. 

f. Rancho Cañada Village Development Coordination: Staff continue 
working with the property owners of the adjacent Rancho Cañada Village 
housing development to facilitate the design of underground water and 
sewer pipelines serving that development, portions of which will be 
constructed on District property, and to coordinate the drafting of easements 
over District property with Cal Am Water and the Carmel Area Wastewater 
District. This work also includes notification to the state agencies that 
funded the acquisition of the property to ensure the proposed easements 
are consistent with the terms and conditions of the grant funding.  

g. Low Effect Habitat Conservation Plan: To secure an Incidental Take 
Permit under the Endangered Species Act for operations and restoration at 
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the Rancho Cañada Unit, the District is developing a Low-Effect Habitat 
Conservation Plan (LEHCP). The District has now received USFWS 
comments back on the administrative draft of the LEHCP and is in the 
process of incorporating USFWS guidance before submitting a final 
document for formal review, public noticing, and approval. In the interim, 
USFWS has expressed comfort with the District conducting park operations 
under the LEHCPs proposed avoidance and minimization measures, which 
should streamline park operations relative to previous measures that were 
in place. 

h. CDFW Bobcat Population Monitoring Project: Staff continued working 
with CDFW biologists on a focused bobcat population monitoring study led 
by CDFW in the area of Palo Corona Regional Park to improve 
understanding of bobcat population dynamics, and health. Staff and CDFW 
identified fifteen camera trap locations that will be utilized to conduct 
baseline bobcat presence/absence scouting across Palo Corona Regional 
Park. Observation from these camera traps will inform future phases of the 
study. 
 

i. State Parks/Weed Warriors  - Broom Bash!: PCM staff coordinated a joint 
genista (Broom Bash!) weed pull event with CSP along the trail in San Jose 
Creek. Twelve enthusiastic volunteers and several CSP employees came 
out for the 4-hour event. 

 
j. MPRPD Space Planning: Staff continued early-stage office and facility 

planning to better understand current and future workspace needs at District 
headquarters. As part of this effort, division leads held a second field visit 
on June 10 at Garland Ranch Regional Park’s Ranger station and Visitor’s 
Center to discuss how administrative, planning, education, and operations 
needs may be accommodated more effectively over time. This work 
supports the broader goal of assessing staff office and facility requirements 
and beginning conceptual planning for phased improvements at 
Headquarters and the Ranger Station over the next several years. 
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2. Joyce Stevens Monterey Pine Preserve:  
a. CAL FIRE Forest Health Grant: After submitting a concept proposal for 

the CAL FIRE FY 2025-2026 Forest Health Program (Prop 4) grant program 
for "The Monterey Pine Forest Resiliency Project." The District was invited 
to submit a full grant proposal over in late June 2026 for development of a 
comprehensive Forest Management Plan, conducting biological surveys, 
and implementing large-scale forest health and resiliency projects within 
JSMPP over the next 5 years. Staff have since consulted with CAL FIRE, 
Cypress Fire Protection District, County Parks, Monterey County RCD, and 
community members with expertise in the management of Monterey Pine 
Forests to develop a full grant application that is expected to be submitted 
on June 29, 2026. 

3. Frog Pond Wetland Preserve 
a. Frog Pond Fuels Reduction: Staff advanced planning for priority fuel 

reduction work at Frog Pond Wetland Preserve through the Statewide Fuels 
Reduction Environmental Protection Plan, which allows qualifying wildfire 
safety work to proceed under the Governor’s emergency proclamation 
framework. MPRPD received approval for its EPP application in May 2026 
and are now notifying local tribes of the proposed work and are awaiting a 
response from the California Conservation Corps after applying for grant-
funded California Conservation Corps support to help implement fuel 
reduction work by October 2026. 
 

4. Garland Ranch Regional Park: 
a. California Conservation Corps Mesa Trail Fuels reduction: PCM staff 

were able to secure a grant-funded CCC Forestry Crew to come back out 
to do work at Garland Park. The 15-person crew worked for six days with 
Ranger conducting trailside fuels maintenance along the Mesa Trail. 
 

b. Fuel Mitigation and Fire Management Project (Eucalyptus Thinning & 
Removal): Staff continue advancing the State Coastal Conservancy-
funded eucalyptus removal effort at Garland Ranch Regional Park. Staff are 
now seeking board approval to enter into contract with Denise Duffy and 
Associates to help with design and permitting of a temporary equipment 
access route across the Carmel River to support project implementation in 
summer 2027. 

c. MPRPD/CalFire Fuel Reduction Planning: Staff are advancing for priority 
fuel reduction work at Garland Ranch Regional Park through the Statewide 
Fuels Reduction Environmental Protection Plan, which allows qualifying 
wildfire safety work to proceed under the Governor’s emergency 
proclamation framework. Staff met with Cal Fire foresters on June 9th to 
discuss project concepts and are now working with CAL FIRE to determine 
if CAL FIRE can support implementation of this work, while staff complete 
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notification requirements to local tribes. Staff will brief the Board and seek 
their approval before any work occurs. 
 

5. Locke Paddon Wetland Community Park 
a. Wetland and Upland Planning Scoping: Staff are working with Denise 

Duffy & Associates on the development of wetland and upland planning 
scopes as generally outlined at MPRPD’s May Board meeting. This work is 
being coordinated with City of Marina staff to align District and City 
expectations before initiating the next phase of planning, environmental 
review, and public engagement for the Park. 

6. Laguna Grande Regional Park: 
a. Laguna Grande Fuels Reduction: Staff are advancing planning for priority 

fuel reduction work at Laguna Grande Regional Park through the Statewide 
Fuels Reduction Environmental Protection Plan, which allows qualifying 
wildfire safety work to proceed under the Governor’s emergency 
proclamation framework. MPRPD received approval for its EPP application 
in March 2026 and are now notifying local tribes of the proposed work and 
are awaiting a response from the California Conservation Corps after 
applying for grant-funded California Conservation Corps support to help 
implement fuel reduction work by October 2026. Staff have also provided a 
preliminary briefing to JPA member agency staff on this opportunity and are 
developing a summary of how the EPP program can help streamline 
vegetation management work contemplated under the Trail and Vegetation 
maintenance Strategy for the park and expect to provide a briefing during 
the July JPA meeting  
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