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MONTEREY PENINSULA REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT 
Preserving and Protecting Parks and Open Space 

 
 

 
 
Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District   October 2, 2024 
Board Meeting       Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.  
 

MINUTES 
 

 
 

 

1) 6:30 p.m. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 6:36 
 

2) Roll Call – Roll call was taken. 
PRESENT: Directors Anderson, Lee, Raskoff and Sorenson 
ABSENT: Director Potter 

 
3) Approval of Agenda – Upon motion by Director Lee, second by Director Sorenson, the 

agenda was unanimously approved. 
 

4) Public Comments – Marina Mayor Bruce Delgado mentioned that the CEMEX property 
is for sale and that he hopes that the Big Sur Land Trust and the District can purchase the 
property for public access. He also mentioned that the City has a ballot measure in the 
upcoming election to raise $50 Million dollars. 

 
- Ashley Arista with Green Infrastructure Design shared that there will be an upcoming 

conference with great speakers from the EPA, and the national green infrastructure 
certification. They’ll also be discussing water conservation and much more and invited 
folks to participate.  
 

5) Presentation (Presentations are informational only, and no formal Board action will be taken. 
Public comments are limited to three minutes.) 
“Bridge to Everywhere” Project, Barbara Buikema, Carmel Area Wastewater District (R. 

Payan) 
- Carmel Area Wastewater District General Manager Barbara Buikema introduced their 

District Engineer, Patrick Treanor who presented on the potential “Bridge to 
Everywhere” project and the connectivity that it would offer through various publicly 
accessible lands. 
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- Former Congressmember Sam Farr also spoke about his involvement with local 
properties and agencies and his vision for trail connectivity that the project would 
provide.  
 

- Gary Tate, the former and first District General Manager spoke in support of the 
project and urged the District to be a co-sponsor. 

 
- Bruce Delgado expressed his support for the project but also asked the Board also to 

consider the needs of other wards and not just focus its energy in one ward. 
 

6) Consent Items – Upon motion by Director Sorenson, seconded by Director Anderson, the 
entire consent calendar was unanimously approved. 
A. Approval of September 4, 2024 Minutes (S. Parker) 
B. Approval of Summary of Payments (K. McCullough) 
C. Approval of 2025 Regular Board Meeting Schedule (S. Parker) 

 
7) Discussion/Action Items  

A. Consider Holding Board Meetings at Various District Ward Locations (R. Payan) – 
ITEM TABLED 

B. Review of Proposed Improvements at Locke-Paddon Wetland Community Park in City 
of Marina (R. Payan) 

- Marina City Manager Layne Long spoke about the history and planned improvements 
to Locke-Paddon Park, noting that there are nine parcels, five owned by the District, 
four by the City. With the park’s management agreement expired, he noted that the 
City is interested in working with the District to put together a new agreement, as well 
as making improvements with District support and participation. He also mentioned 
that the City Council has allocated $250,000 for an Asian Garden at the park. Mr. Long 
also encouraged the City and District to hold a joint meeting to discuss the future of 
the park. 
 

- Steve Lee, a volunteer with Citizens for Sustainable Marina spoke about the work the 
group has done in the park over the past several years and reported that there are 
volunteers willing to lend a hand. 

 
- Teresa Cheung, a resident of East Garrison noted the improvements she’s seen in the 

park, a lot due to volunteer support. She noted that the creation of an Asian Garden in 
the park would be a great asset to the community.  

 
- May Holland Dungo, a Board member of the Asian Communities of Marina (ACOM) 

advocated for the Asian Garden at Locke-Paddon Park and announced that there are 
many Asian community members in the audience to show how important the garden is 
for them. She also thanked General Manager Payan for his support of the garden and 
field trips to visit to other gardens and asked that the District add a budget allocation 
for the garden project. 

 
- Brian Lee, a member of ACOM also thanked the General Manager for his support of 

the garden and reported that the Asian communities are committed to contributing 
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volunteers who possess specialized skills in trimming and pruning and noted his 
confidence that ACOM can provide two to three volunteers to work in the garden for 
weekly for three hours. 

 
- Kathy Biala, president of ACOM thanked the Board for welcoming the group, 

especially Directors Sorenson and Lee who were especially welcoming to the Asian 
communities. She reviewed some of the historical information about the park and the 
planning that went into the proposed Asian garden. She noted that the garden would 
be a beautiful walking space in the park, and a gem for the city and county. 

 
- Greg Simmons, a Marina resident, and professional biologist spoke about some of the 

native species and habitat in the park. He opined that park planning has not included 
public input and asked that before any significant changes to the park are made, that a 
public process so that the whole city can be involved. He also remarked that some of 
the ideas for the park are inconsistent with the District’s mission of preserving open 
space and protection of natural spaces.  

  
- “Johnny” noted that he hopes that a decision is made to get the garden started and 

called out the extensive support from the city’s Asian community.  
 

- John Moit, a retired State Parks professional who lives in East Garrison spoke about 
the value of Locke-Paddon and improvements that have been made. He also noted 
that a broom bash event is scheduled for October 20th to further beautify the park. 

 
- Angie Landrum, a new Marina resident and Citizens for Sustainable Marina volunteer 

announced that she volunteers in the park every Saturday. She also showed slides of 
work done in the park and around the city.   

- Grace Silva-Santella, a long-time resident of the City of Marina and former member of 
the District’s oversight committee, and member of the Friends of Marina Library. She 
noted that the library is not on Locke-Paddon property and echoed Mayor Delgado’s 
comments and asked for equity on the Marina side of the peninsula. She also asked 
that if the decision is made to move forward with the project at the park, that it be an 
open process where everyone can be involved and opined that none of the plants 
listed in the Asian Garden materials will survive at the Locke-Paddon park location. 

  
- Bruce Delgado spoke about the importance of recognizing native Americans and the 

importance of considering locally native plants, not just California natives. 
   

- Larisa Sheparovich, representing Blue Zones Project Monterey County and spoke 
about improvements that have been made in the park, also coordinating with the 
Citizens for Sustainable Marina. She was looking forward to providing more 
opportunities for local schools to visit the park. 

 
- Scott Shapley noted that he’s spent a lot of time in the park and that he sees people 

walking the trails, planting natives, and getting their kids involved. He sees the park as 
a gem with great community participation and a great place for the city. 
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- Alex Stewart, a long-term Marina resident announced his support for the park and 
asked the District to work with the city to support the park, along with the other local 
groups and students who are involved. He announced that he does is against having 
community or civic center at the park. 

 
- Cathy Rivera, a Seaside resident, representing Communities for Sustainable Monterey 

County who is a fiscal sponsor for Citizens for Sustainable Marina, noted the great 
work that has been done in the park and the financial contributions made.  She 
encouraged the District to consider the funding that would be required to implement 
the city’s plans for the park. 

 
- Laura Hoover, a resident of East Garrison thanked the District for all the work it’s done 

on the peninsula and for engaging the with the City of Marina and its citizens. Also, a 
member of Citizens for Sustainable Marina, she thanked Mayor Delgado for his 
visionary leadership and helping to make Locke-Paddon the jewel that it is. She invited 
all to attend the annual Earth Day event held in the park and thanked everyone for 
their support and asked the Board to consider supporting the project. 
 

- After discussion and upon motion by Director Sorenson, seconded by Director Lee, the 
Board unanimously charged the Real Property/Land Use Management committee to 
revisit and bring back to the Board within 6 months, a new agreement with the City of 
Marina for management of Locke-Paddon Park.  
 

- Bruce Delgado noted that some of the work involved in park planning can be done 
concurrently and expressed the importance of our two agencies continuing to work 
together as partners. 
 

- Greg Simmons asked what the urgency is in making decisions when there hasn't been 
enough public input. He asked that the Board process broader than just the Asian 
Garden, and more about how the two agencies will work together. 
 

- Kathy Biala noted that there have been discussions about the Asian Garden for over a 
year where many members of the public have shown up and provided input and she’s 
concerned about potential delays that will occur if a decision isn’t made. She opined 
that the process could be the same as it was for the Martin Luther King, Jr. statute that 
was installed in the park, where a consultant was hired to advise on planning and that 
Board meetings are not the appropriate setting for this type of work. She noted that 
more meetings could cause the project to be delayed for years. 
 

- An unknown speaker also asked the Board not to waste time and stall projects since 
there have been many meetings where the public has come and given its support for 
the Asian Garden project. He noted that if we continue to delay, the opportunity may 
be gone and asked the Board to act now. 
 

- May Holland Dungo asked the Board to move forward with the Asian Garden project 
and not delay any further. 
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- Also, upon motion by Director Sorenson, seconded by Director Anderson, the Board  
approved the District and City holding a joint meeting within 2-3 months to discuss the 
Asian Garden, then tasked the Real Property/Land Use Management committee with 
the planning and scoping of the garden with City and public involvement.  
  

C. Approval to Explore Certification of Garland Ranch Regional Park as International 
Dark Sky Park (J. Smith) 

- Planning and Conservation Program Manager Jake Smith introduced the item and 
answered Board member questions along with Carmel Valley Association (CVA) 
members John Hale and Charlie Wally. They also noted that the CVA is willing to 
accept a joint appeal for fixtures that been in inventory that would take care of Garland 
Ranch Regional Park. 

- After discussion and upon motion by Director Anderson, seconded by Director 
Sorenson, the item was unanimously approved. 
 

D. Authorization to Reject All Bids for RFB 202324-1 Garland Ranch Regional Park Fuel 
Mitigation Project (J. Smith) 

- Jake Smith introduced the item and answered Board member questions. 
- After discussion and upon motion by Director Anderson, seconded by Director Lee, the 

item was unanimously approved. 
 

E. Consider Approval of Master Taxing Agreement with the City of Seaside (K. 
McCullough) 

- District Legal Counsel Tucker Wisdom-Stack introduced the item and answered Board 
member questions. 

- After discussion and upon motion by Director Lee, seconded by Director Anderson, the 
item was unanimously approved. 
  

F. Strategic Plan Update (R. Payan) 
- General Manager Rafael Payan introduced the item and strategic plan facilitator Chris 

Sliz who presented an update on the plan and answered Board member questions. 
- Ms. Sliz reported that she and the General Manager would make edits, with the goal of 

presenting the document for approval in December. 
 

G. Report on Adjustment to Board Compensation (T. Wisdom-Stack) 
- Mr. Wisdom-Stack introduced the item and answered Board member questions. 
- As part of the discussion, the Board directed staff to poll other open space and special 

districts and report findings in December. 
 

8) Division Reports – All Division reports are informational only and may be written or oral.   
A. Monthly Financial Report (K. McCullough) 
B. Mid-Month Report (R. Payan) 

 
9) Identification of Closed Session Items – President Raskoff announced that the Board 

would be going into Closed Session to discuss the noted items and solicited public 
comments. 
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A. Conference with Legal Counsel – Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to 
Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2). Four potential cases. 

B. Instructions to Real Property Negotiators Pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.8 A.P.N. 015-162-009, 015-162-048 and 015-162-049 (Negotiators: Payan and 
Wisdom-Stack) (Under negotiation: terms and conditions) 
 

10) Public Comment on Closed Session – None  
 
11) Adjourn to Closed Session – Closed Session began at 9:45 and ended at 10:04. 
 
12) Report on Return from Closed Session – Nothing to report. 

 
13) Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 10:05. 

 
 

__________________________________ 
                                                                         Shuran Parker, Recording Secretary 
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