AGENDA ITEM NO. 11-D
MONTEREY PENINSULA REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT

BOARD REPORT
DATE: July 1, 2026
TO: Board of Directors
FROM: Eric Morgan, General Manager gw.d‘.mvy
SUBJECT: Authorization for the General Manager to Submit a Letter and

Proposed Amendments Regarding Assembly Bill 1548
(Pellerin) — Monterey Bay Area Stewardship Authority (MBASA)

SUMMARY

This item requests that the Board of Directors authorize the General Manager to submit
a formal letter to the Assembly Natural Resources Committee regarding AB 1548
(Pellerin). The legislation proposes the creation of the Monterey Bay Area Stewardship
Authority (MBASA), a new regional entity designed to secure and allocate funding for land
stewardship and climate resilience across Monterey, San Benito, and Santa Cruz
counties.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no direct fiscal impact associated with receiving this informational presentation.

FUNDING SOURCE
Not Applicable.

FUNDING BALANCE
Not Applicable.

DISCUSSION

On February 4, 2026, the Board received an informational presentation from the Trust for
Public Land (TPL) regarding the early development of the MBASA legislation. On March
9, 2026, the formal bill language for AB 1548 was officially published. The bill passed the
Assembly on May 28, 2026, and was transmitted to the Senate on June 1, 2026. It is
currently referred to the Senate Committee on Rules for assignment to policy committees
(likely Natural Resources & Water and/or Governance & Finance).

While the broad intent of AB 1548 strongly aligns with MPRPD’s mission to preserve and
steward open space, the current version of the legislation (as amended April 15, 2026)
still lacks specific safeguards to ensure MBASA would complement — rather than
duplicate or burden — existing local stewardship entities like MPRPD. The bill’'s author


https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB1548/2025
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB1548/2025

has indicated a willingness to continue working with stakeholders on these concepts as
the legislation advances through the Senate.

To ensure the District remains an active and collaborative stakeholder, the General
Manager has prepared an updated letter (ATTACHMENT 1) expressing conditional
support while requesting targeted amendments in the following areas:

Robust Board Representation: Ensuring special districts, with their separately
elected boards and specialized expertise in land conservation, are explicitly
represented on the MBASA governing board (proposed addition to Government
Code §66715).

Supplemental Resource Protections: Requiring mechanisms that maximize the
supplemental nature of new regional resources so they do not supplant or
jeopardize the primary funding sources MPRPD relies on for daily park
maintenance (proposed new §667XX).

Safeguarding Local Priorities: Promoting coordinated revenue planning, return-
to-source proportionality, and debt considerations to protect existing voter-
approved commitments and prevent an unreasonable cumulative tax burden on
shared electorates (proposed additions to §§66722/66724).

Eligible Projects & Equity: Clarifying eligible projects and equitable public access
provisions (§66725).

Submitting this letter will formally place MPRPD'’s policy priorities on the legislative record
as the bill moves through Senate committee assignment and potential hearings, allowing
the General Manager and staff to continue negotiating on the District’s behalf.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Authorize the General Manager to finalize and submit the attached updated letter
regarding AB 1548 to Assemblymember Gail Pellerin, Senator John Laird (and/or other
relevant Senate members), and the Senate Committee on Rules via the Legislature’s
position letter portal.

ATTACHMENTS

1.

Updated Draft Letter of Conditional Support RE: AB 1548

2. California Assembly Bill 1548 — Monterey Bay Area Stewardship Authority (April

15, 2026 Amended Version)



https://www.mprpd.org/files/d6e2a45ae/Item0726-11D_MBASA_Attach1.pdf
https://www.mprpd.org/files/0fe5df350/Item0726-11D_MBASA_Attach2.pdf
https://www.mprpd.org/files/0fe5df350/Item0726-11D_MBASA_Attach2.pdf
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